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“FROM THE NORTHERN CAPITAL 


Northern Prosperity : 


AA. 
a 


Unemployment Figures 
New Industries ; University Needs : Keep 
| Faith with Teachers : 


More Pensions 


From Ovr Betrast CORRESPONDENT, 


EVERAL correspondents in the Belfast 
‘Press have questioned the figures 
iven by the Minister of Finance (Mr. 
ollock) regarding tlie improvement in 
trade in Northern Ireland.. Mr. Pollock 
stated that in 1935 the external trade of 
Northern Ireland amounted to 92 million 
sterling. ™ 
The Free State under similar conditions, 
he said, had an external trade of 57 
anillion, New Zealand 52 million, Norway 
64 million, and add that, instead of going 
back, Northern Ireland was advancing. It 
is a pity that the figures of imports and 
exports are not given over a_ specified 
period, for a mere statement of external 
trade does not convey an accurate descrip- 
tion. If this is the total of exports and 
imports it should not be forgotten that 
much of the exports have already been 
included in the import figures, such as 
steel for the shipyards, tobacco for the 
tobacco industry, and Russian and Belgian 
flax for the linen trade. When these raw 
materials are manufactured and exported 
is the total value of such exports to be 
regarded as Ulster “ trade,” without any 
deduction for the cost of these raw 
materials not produced in Northern Ire- 
land. One correspondent points out that 
about a year ago the value of Ulster ex- 
ports was given at £50,000,000, and her 
imports at £52,000,000, showing an 
adverse balance of £2,000,000, and asked 
if “ the exports included Free State pro- 
duce that passed through Ulster ports, but 
is not Ulster produce.” It is a disadvantage 
—and possibly the only one—that Northern 
Treland is in the British fiscal union, 
for it is not possible to keep an accurate 
account of the flow of trade between 
Northern Ireland and Great Britain in 
the same way as between the Free State 
and Great Britain, but this disadvantage 
is outweighed many times over by the fact 
that Northern manufacturers have a 
‘* free run ” of the British market. The 
correspondents also challenge Mr, Pol- 
lock’s conclusions from the income tax 
assessable on Northern Ireland at 
£65,000,000, which they contend cannot be 
used to prove a prosperous condition if 
compared with the average assessable 
income in Great Britain. A mere general 
statement based on selected figures may 
win applause’ from Government back- 
benchers in a Commons debate, but unless 
given in detail with all their implications 
they prove nothing. 


Unemployment 


It is just as much a mistake to say that 
‘* Northern Ireland is approaching bank- 
ruptcy ” as it is to state that Northern 
Ireland has not paid its way and its 
Government could not exist without con- 
tributions from the British Exchequer. 

The latter contention is untrue, when 
it is remembered that Northern Ireland 
has paid over £26,000,000 in Imperial con- 
tribution during the past 17 years, and, 
even allowing for contributions to the 
Unemployment Fund from the British 
Exchequer for what, after all, is a United: 
Kingdom service, Northern Ireland has 
still paid its way. But if Northern 
Ireland is not actually approaching bank- 
ruptcy, which was the main proposition 
that Mr. Pollock wished to refute, it is 
not progressing at anything like the rate 
that it should, or nearly so fast as other 
parts of the United Kingdom. With a 
rate of unemployment of between 70,000 
and 80,000—higher than that of any other 


| large area in the United Kingdom except 


South Wales—Northern Ireland can hardly 
be regarded as prosperous. When making 
comparisons with the Free State Mr. 
Pollock did not mention that Northern 
Ireland’s rate of unemployment is nearly 
as high as that of the Free State, which 
has three times the population. When 
Northern Ireland’s unemployment figure 
is cut in half, and is in the vicinity of 
30,000, it will be time enough to begin 
talking about prosperity. 

The Northern Minister of Labour is 
doing all he can to reduce unemployment 
by offering the local authorities grants 
equivalent to 75 per cent., instead of 60 
per cent. as formerly, towards the labour 
cost of relief schemes which the local 
authorities may initiate. Unfortunately, 
such relief schemes involve the local 
authorities in large expenditure for 
material, with consequent increases in the 
rates.. A deputation which waited upon 
the Minister of Labour urged that the 
grant should be varied, and, instead of 75 
per cent. of the labour cost, increased to 50 

r cent. of the total cost of such schemes, 

ut the Minister has found it impossible 
to go as far as this, but he has agreed to 
extend the 75 per cent. grant to street 
works, althaygbetivt.do not apply to road 
works generally. 


New Industries 


The Northern Government has under 
consideration new proposals for the 
alleviation of unemployment, the creation 
of new industries and the revival of old 
ones. The New Industries Development 
Act, which was placed on the Statute-book 
several years ago, enabled local authorities 
to exempt new industries from rates for 
a hann g of years, and also enabled the 
Government to provide grants for free 
sites for industries not already established 
in Northern Ireland. 

The Act, however, did not achieve the 
result desired, as only a small number 
of new industries have been established 
Recently I suggested that the Act should 
be extended to include assistance for the 
development of existing solo industries— 
that is, industries which are not 
competing with industries of a similar 
character in Northern Ireland, If 
the Government intend to offer facili 
ties for the expansion of all exist- 
ing industries, provided they are 
satisfied that it can be achieved on sound 
economic lines, it would be even more 
desirable, for it is now recognised that if 
Northern Ireland is to expand in the 
industrial field it will be by the efforts 
of its own citizens rather than by relying 
upon industrialists in Great Britain trans- 
ferring part of their establishments to 
Northern Ireland. 

A time may come when it might be 
found an advantage, in view of the possi- 


‘bility of air attacks, for the transfer of 


“key industries’? to Northern Ireland 
from certain areas in Great Britain, but 


importance of this view-point has been 
realised. The present industrial position 
of Northern Ireland has been bult up by 
the foresight, energy and perseverance of 
its own citizens, and if the Government 
can offer reasonable financial assistance to 
encourage further expansion of these 
industries to utilise to the full the great 
advantage they enjoy as part of the British 
fiscal system, with a huge market at their 
door, it should eventually reduce un- 
employment. 


University Needs 


The Vice-Chancellor of Queen’s Univer- 
sity has drawn attention to the in- 
adequate financial resources of Queen’s 
University, and all who are concerned 
with the future of education in Northern 
Ireland have read his remarks with sym- 
pathy. As I pointed out many months 
ago, Queen's University is ill-equipped 
financially for the important work it has 
to do, and, like many other financial dif- 
ficulties in Northern Ireland, this can be 
traced to the one-sided and unjust finan- 
cial relations between Northern Ireland 
am Great Britain in the United King- 

om. 

Queen’s University has, roughly, 1,500 
students, and its total income is abou 


£92,000, of which about £50,000 is in 
atatutory grants and £8,000 from local 


- 


at present there is no indication that the | 


‘ 


authorities. A statement published some 
time ago showed that Bristol University, 
with 429 less students, has a total income 
of £189,428; Sheffield, with over 400 less 
students, an income of £143,607; Abez 
deen, with 1,284 students, £120,763; Bige 
mingham, with 1,746 students, £212,346. 
When the Northern Government was: 
established Queen’s University received 
£26,000 as an annual grant, under the 
Government of Ireland Act, as compen- 
sation for the loss of grants from the 
University Grants Commission. Since 
then the grants to British universities 
have been substantially increased from 
this source, but no corresponding increase 
has been made to Queen’s University. 
Under a proper “financial unity’’ plan 
for the United Kingdom the Queen’s Uni- 
versity would have been able to get 
equivalent amounts to those granted to 
British universities from the United 
Kingdom Exchequer, to which Northern 
Ireland has contributed over £26,000,000 
in the last seventeen years in imperial 
contribution. The Queen’s ‘University 
authorities ought to join with Mr. W. J. 
Stewart, M.P., in leading a campaign for 
a financial unity scheme in the United 
Kingdom and justice for Northern 
Ireland. | 


More Pensions 


The Northern Government is to follow 
the example of the British Government in 
extending the Widows, Orphans and Old 
Age Contributory Pensions (Voluntary, 
Contributions) Bill. i 

This will mean that “ black coated ™ 
workers and others of limited means, 
including clerks, clergymen, etc., who have 
salaries or wages not exceeding £400, will 
be entitled to receive an old age pension 
at 65. This extension of the Pensions Act 
is long overdue, and many regard it as 
merely a step in the development of the 
social services, in which it is expected that 
Northern Ireland will share equally with 
Great Britain. Under the new bill the 
benefits, subject to the payment of the 
requisite contributions, will be:—Widows’ 
pensions of 10s. a week, plus allowances 
for children (while under a specified age) 
of 5s. a week for the eldest or only child, 
and 3s. a week for each other child; 
orphans’ pensions of 7s. 6d. a week for 
each orphan child while under a specified 
age; old age pensions of 10s. a week for 
insured men and women at the age of 65, 
and also for the wives of men pensioners 
at the same age. The old age or widows’ 
pension will be payable after the age of 70 
at the same rate as before, and will not be 
subject to any test of means. The income 
limits under the scheme are £400 a year 
for men and £250 for women (of which up 
to £200 and £125, respectively, may be un- 
earned), and are applicable only at the 
time of entry into insurance. The age 
limit for admission will be 40 at date of 
application, but as a special concession 
during the first year.of the scheme appli- 
cants otherwise qualified will be admitted, 
provided they were not over 55 at the 
inception of the scheme. During the first 
year the contributions will be for men 
1s. ód. a week for all benefits (10d. a week 
for widows’ and orphans’ pensions only), 
and for women 6d. a week for old age and 
orphans’ pensions. 


Keep Faith with Teachers 


The Northern Ireland teachers are cona 

tinuing their efforts to have the 1932 
economy ‘“‘cut’’ restored in full. The 
cut was one of 74 per cent. About 
half of this was restored last year, and 
the teachers hope that the Minister of 
Finance will be able to restore the balance 
in his forthcoming Budget. ‘‘ Economy ” 
cuts which were imposed upon English 
teachers at the same time have long since 
been discontinued, and the economy. 
campaign has ceased in relation to the 
salaries of Northern civil servants and 
members of Parliament, 


Teachers appear to be the only section’ 


who are being victimised by a breach of 
faith. When the first half of the economy 
cut was restored last year it was declared 
that the salaries would be stabilised at 
the new basis, but there is no such thing 
as a “stabilisation of salaries”; fos 
they must conform to the cost of living 
and other economic factors. Whatever 
arguments might be used to show that 
the teachers’ salary scales fixed by the 
British Government in 1920 were too 
generous, there can be none for declinin 
to restore a spécial economy cut aca 
upon teachers, as well as other officials, 
under special circumstances when these 
cuts have been restored to other branches 
of the public service. Altogether, teachers 
had a cut of 15 per cent. on the salaries 
fixed in 1920, half of which was decided 
upon during the economic depression of 
1931. English teachers’ salaries were 
reduced 10 per cent. in 1931, and this 
has all been restored. It is stated that to 
meet the teachers’ demands would cost 
£40,000 per annum. Northern Ireland 
next year may be paying from half a 
million to a million sterling or more in 
imperial contribution, and all right- 
thinking people will agree that this sum 
should not go from Northern taxpayers 
to the United Kingdom Exchequer with- 
out first restoring © Northern Ireland 
teachers to the position now occupied by 
the English teachers in regard to the 
‘‘ economy cuis,” 


CONGRESSES IN PARIS 
CATHOLIC ACTIVITY 


During the Universal Exhibition a series 
of international Catholic Congresses will be 
held in Paris. One of the principal of these 
will be the first International Congress of the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society, from May 21 to 23, 
In connection.with these Congresses numerous 
sacred concerts have been announced, the 
principal ones occurring during the Organ and 
Sacred Music Congress and the weeks pre- 
ceding and following the Congress. The great 
masters of the organ will be heard at the 


finest instruments in the Paris churches, 
which they used habitually as titular 
organists. The Paris Conservatoire will give 


at St. Sulpice the masterpiece of Charles 
Marie Widor, his Symphonie Antique, for 
orchestra, choirs and organs. Widely-famed 
European societies, such as the Cyrillo- 
Melodienne of Zagreb, Jugoslavia, and the 
Philharmonic of Frankfurt, Germany, will be 
heard. | 

An international contest in religious com 
position has been arranged, and composers 
are invited to submit a Solemn Mass for 
mixed quartet, with organ accompaniment, 
and five motets for four voices ; for Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament, in honour oí the 
Blessed Virgin, for the Holy Father, a 
Tantum Ergo, and a final chorus. ‘The 
organiser is Abbe Delephine, Saint-Leu la 
Foret, Seine-et-Oise. 


DR. FRIEDRICH DESSAUER 


Dr. Friedrich Dessauer, a famous physicist, 
who was formerly a professor at the Univer- 
sity of Frankfurt, has been appointed to the 
Chair of Physics at the Catholic University 
of Fribourg, Switzerland. Dr. Dessauer was 
formerly an influential member of the Centre 
Party of Germany. Under the Nazi régime 
he was tried for alleged ““high treason,” but 
was acquitted. Later he went to teach at the 
University of Istanbul, Turkey. 


á 
WITHOUT RELIGIOUS 
AFFILIATION 
siniaminentiliidhachtlate | 
In a Pastoral letter, the Archbishop. of 
Prague, His Eminence Cardinal Kaspar, de- 
plores the fact that in the schools. of the Re- 
public of Czechoslovakia 100,000 children are 


registered as bemg ‘““witnout any religious 


affiliation.”” In drawing the attention of his 


flock to this fact, His Eminence pleads for . 


intensified activity in Catholic Action among 
all members of the archdiocese, . .. | 
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